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1 While the Veron family have been important Kaiowa leaders, they are not the only ones. For decades other individuals
and families have assumed key leadership roles in the Guarani Kaiowa struggle to return to their ancestral lands. The fact
that this report has a stronger focus on the Veron family — due mainly to research and other constraints — should not be
taken as judgement on the importance of other families’ historical roles. It’s worth highlighting that, in addition to her role
as an indigenous leader, Valdelice Veron is an anthropologist with the Federal University of Grande Dourados.

2 Interviews with anthropologist and historian Jorge Eremites de Oliveira, historian and lecturer in law Roseli Aparecida
Stefanes Pacheco, federal prosecutor Marco Antonio Delfino and indigenous leader Valdelice Veron

3 G1 Mato Grosso do Sul, ‘MS tem maior nimero de homicidios entre indigenas do pais em 2019, diz CIMI’, 30 Sep 2020,
available at https://g1.globo.com/ms/mato-grosso-do-sul/noticia/2020/09/30/ms-tem-maior-numero-de-homicidios-
entre-indigenas-do-pais-em-2019-diz-cimi.ghtml (accessed on 11 Mar 2022). See also the charts and their sources.

4The Cerrado is a tropical biome of savannas, grasslands, humid and dry forests that borders the Amazon and covers most
of Brazil’s centre-west and centre-north states. The Pantanal encompasses the world's largest tropical wetland area and
flooded grasslands, covering parts of Mato Grosso, Mato Grosso do Sul, and spilling over Bolivia and Paraguay. The Atlantic
Forest once boasted lush and biodiverse forests stretching for thousands of kilometres from Brazil’s northeastern coast to
its southernmost states. All these biomes in Mato Grosso do Sul, especially the Cerrado and Atlantic Forest, have suffered
heavy levels of deforestation for several decades.

5 The Guarani Kaiowa are one of several indigenous ethnicities in South America who share the Tupi-Guarani linguistic
family. While often referred to as a subethnicity of the Guarani people, the Kaiowa have also been portrayed as a separate
group. See Instituto Socio Ambiental, ‘Guarani Kaiowa’, available at
https://pib.socioambiental.org/en/Povo:Guarani_Kaiow%C3%A1 (accessed on 7 Mar 2022); Paulo Roberto Cimé Queiroz,
‘Uma esquina nos confins da América: encontros e desencontros nos processos de povoamento e ocupagao do territorio
do atual Mato Grosso do Sul’, in Graciela Chamorro and Isabelle Combeés (ed), Povos Indigenas em Mato Grosso do Sul:
Histdrio, cultura e transformagdes sociais, 2015, UFGD Editora, available at https://www.secic.ms.gov.br/wp-
content/uploads/2019/07/povos_indigenas em _mato _grosso_do_sul.pdf (accessed on 21 Feb 2022). For thousands of
years the Guarani inhabited a vast territory of millions of square kilometres in the River Plate basin extending over
southern and central Brazil, all of Paraguay, south-eastern Bolivia, and northern Argentina. The Guarani Kaiowa, on the
other hand, have lived mostly in the southern half of Mato Grosso do Sul and in Paraguay. Mato Grosso do Sul has been
characterised as an ‘indigenous state’ due to the long history of a high number of indigenous communities occupying vast
expanses of its lands. See SECIC, ‘Comunidades Indigenas, Mato Grosso do Sul’, available at
https://www.secic.ms.gov.br/comunidades-indigenas-2/ (accessed on 7 Mar 2022)

6 Paulo Roberto Cimé Queiroz, ‘Uma esquina nos confins da América: encontros e desencontros nos processos de
povoamento e ocupacdo do territério do atual Mato Grosso do Sul’, in Graciela Chamorro and Isabelle Combeés (ed), Povos
Indigenas em Mato Grosso do Sul: Histério, cultura e transformagdes sociais, 2015, UFGD Editora, available at
https://www.secic.ms.gov.br/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/povos _indigenas em mato grosso do_sul.pdf (accessed on
21 Feb 2022). The last Indigenous census took place in 2010. According to the Brazilian Institute of Geography and
Statistics (IBGE), 43,000 Guarani Kaiowd lived in the state at the time, representing the third largest indigenous group in
the country. See G1 Brasil, ‘Censo mapeia etnias e linguas indigenas’, 10 Aug 2012, available at
https://gl.globo.com/brasil/noticia/2012/08/censo-mapeia-etnias-e-linguas-indigenas.html (accessed on 10 Mar 2022)

7 A war fought between Paraguay and a coalition of Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay.

8 Used for centuries by indigenous communities to make tea, and which has remained popular in Uruguay, Paraguay,
Argentina, and southern Brazil. The Guarani Kaiowa and other indigenous people in Mato Grosso do Sul provided up to 70
per cent of the labour in the yerba mate plantations, often working in conditions analogous to slavery. Interview with
anthropologist Levi Marques Pereira, who concluded Funai’s study of Takuara in 2005, as will be discussed later in the
report.

9 Between 1915 and 1928 SPI established eight such reservations in Mato Grosso do Sul, covering an area of around 18,000
ha, or less than one per cent of the area traditionally occupied by the Kaiowa. Reservations often had thousands of people
in small areas. To this day, the Caarapo Reservation, to which the Kaiowa from Takuara were sent in the 1950s, has around
6,000 people in an area of 3,600 ha. The Dourados Reservation is even more crowded, with 17,000 residents sharing
3,400ha without running water or sanitation. Alcoholism, drug abuse, depression and suicide are common among
indigenous people forced to live in these places. See Survival International, ‘New study reveals world's highest suicide rate
among Brazilian tribe’, 5 Jun 2014, available at https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/10261 (accessed on 11 Mar
2022); Anténio Brand, ‘O confinamento e o seu impacto sobre os P3i/Kaiowd’, Disserta¢do (Mestrado em Histdria) —
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Pontifice Universidade Catdlica do Rio Grande do Sul, 1993; Tonico Benites, ‘Rojeroky hina ha roike jevy tekohape (Rezando
e lutando): o movimento histdrico dos Aty Guasu dos Ava Kaiowa e dos Ava Guarani pela recuperagdo de seus tekoha’, Tese
de doutorado, Rio de Janeiro: PPGAS/Museu Nacional, 2014.

10 |n 2014 a National Truth Commission in Brazil acknowledged the forceable removal of Guarani communities and their
confinement to reservations as grave human rights violations. See Anderson de Souza Santos, Luiz Henrique Eloy Amado
and Dan Pasca (2021), “’E muita terra para pouco indio”? Ou muita terra na mao de poucos? Conflitos fundiarios no Mato
Grosso do Sul’, Instituto Socioambiental, available at
https://www.socioambiental.org/sites/blog.socioambiental.org/files/nsa/arquivos/conflitos fundiarios no ms -

versao final 1.pdf (accessed on 30 Mar 2022)

11 Interview with Levi Marques Pereira, the anthropologist who led Funai’s study of Takuara in the early 2000s.

12 A Publica, ‘Ditadura criou cadeias para indios com trabalhos forgados e torturas’, 24 Jun 2013, available at
https://apublica.org/2013/06/ditadura-criou-cadeias-para-indios-trabalhos-forcados-torturas/ (accessed on 11 Mar 2022)

13 Matte Larangeira’s concessions were cancelled in 1943 as the federal government promoted the “March to the West”, a
programme to colonise Brazil’s hinterlands through the expansion of cattle and crops seen as more profitable than yerba
mate, including coffee. As a result, Matte Larangeira entered a period of long decline, culminating in its bankruptcy in
1966, when Argentina suspended yerba mate imports. See Larissa Rodrigues Vacari de Arruda, ‘La Compania Matte
Laranjeira: las relaciones politicas de la primera multinacional latino-americana®, ALACIP 2015 — VIII Congresso
Latinoamericano de Ciencia Politica, available at https://alacip.org/congl5/pco-arruda8c.pdf (accessed on 7 Mar 2022)

14 Matte Larangeira owned over 9,300 hectares of Takuara, which was a much larger territory traditionally occupied by the
Guarani Kaiowa. See pp. 187-217 of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara published by Instituto
Socioambiental, available at https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-
de-reintegracao-de-posse-movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

15 Levi Marques Pereira, ‘Relatério circunstanciado de identificagdo e delimitacdo da terra indigena Guarani/Kaiowd
Taquara’, Funai, Brasilia, Sep 2005.

16 Lunardelli had made a fortune investing in cheap lands in central-western Brazil and Paraguay. At one point he owned
over 100,000ha of farmland in Brazil and 350,000 in Paraguay. Known as one of the last ‘kings of coffee’, he was named in
the Time magazine in 1954 as the donor of a series of paintings by Goya, Manet, Renoir, Degas and Cézanne to the new Sao
Paulo Museum of Art, which had opened in 1947. Lunardelli is also said to have supported the 1964 military coup in Brazil
and was implicated in the smuggling of arms used by the Brazilian armed forces during and after the takeover. See Time,
‘Art. Senhor Robin Hood", 19 Jul 1954, available at
http://content.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009,857507,00.html (accessed on 11 Mar 2022); Fachin, V. S.,
Rodrigues, M. A. Z., Deffacci, F. A. (org.), ‘Amambai: 70 anos de histéria’, 2018, Seriema, available at
http://www.amambai.ms.gov.br/noticias/livro-amambai-70-anos-de-historia (p. 199, accessed on 11 Mar 2022)

17 The agency was replaced in 1967 by Funai, the federal government’s body tasked with promoting indigenous land rights
and conducting studies of indigenous lands in order to facilitate their official recognition.

18 A 2020 CIMI report revealed that Mato Grosso do Sul has the second largest indigenous population in Brazil and that
violent attacks against indigenous people are common in the state, resulting in episodes of murder and torture. See CIMI,
‘Relatorio Violencia Contra os Povos Indigenas no Brasil, 2020’, available at https://cimi.org.br/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/relatorio-violencia-contra-os-povos-indigenas-brasil-2019-cimi.pdf (accessed on 7 Mar 2022)

19 Stefanes also told our investigators that “farmers’ actions are largely motivated by racism. It’s not only a matter of losing
their lands but losing their lands to indians. This is unacceptable to them.”

20 Account provided by a source who wishes to remain anonymous.

21 Once at the notorious Krenak penitentiary used by the military regime to detain political prisoners and where torture
was rife. See Ciclo de Historia, ‘Reformatorio Krenak: campo de concentracao indigena na ditadura militar’, 9 Apr 2021,
available at https://cliohistoriaeliteratura.com/2021/04/09/reformatorio-krenak-campo-de-concentracao-indigena-na-

ditadura-militar/ (accessed on 7 Mar 2022)

22 By the end of the 1990s and with varying degrees of success, the Guarani Kaiowa had attempted to reoccupy 19 plots of
land in Mato Grosso do Sul that were part of different communities’ traditional lands. Nine of these were eventually
earmarked as indigenous lands by President Fernando Henrique Cardoso (1995-2002). Interview with Levi Marques
Pereira.
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23 The act of retaking something. Rosane Freire Lacerda, ‘A Pedagogia da Retomada: Uma contribuigdo das lutas
emancipatdrias dos povos indigenas no Brasil’, in Revistas Interritorios, 2021, available at
https://periodicos.ufpe.br/revistas/interritorios/article/download/250069/38045 (accessed on 7 Mar 2022)

24 |n 1987 Mato Grosso do Sul established the Border Operations Department (DOF), a police force created essentially to
supress the indigenous struggle. Interviews with anthropologists Levi Marques Pereira and Jorge Eremites.

25 State land registries from the 1920s to the 1960s referred to the plot of land as ‘Takuara’. However, as noted in a
previous reference, Takuara was in fact a much larger area occupied for centuries by the Guarani Kaiowa. See pp. 187-217
of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

26 Guarani Kaiowa and experts interviewed by our team mentioned the confined spaces and impossibility of hunting,
fishing, and practicing their rituals without restrictions at the reservations, which helped intensify their desire to return to
their traditional lands. Yet, they were also clear that such dreams had now to be tempered by the loss of Takuara’s native
forests and contamination of water sources by agrichemicals.

27 Two days later, a Saturday, court officers accompanied by police forces and a representative from Funai — the federal
agency that replaced the SPI and is tasked with protecting indigenous rights — arrived at the encampment. The
community’s successful resistance was aided by Funai’s reluctance to support a forced eviction. See pp. 73-74 of the
collection of legal documents related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

28 The area was first purchased by Lieutenant Heitor Mendes Gongalves from the then state of Mato Grosso. Mato Grosso
do Sul was only created in 1977 after Mato Grosso was divided into two states. Lieutenant Gongalves was a military official
who first acquired over 5,000ha of land in Takuara from Mato Grosso in 1924. In 1928 he acquired more land in the area,
increasing the size of his property to the 9,300ha that were then sold to Matte Larangeira and later to Jacintho Hondrio da
Silva Filho. Before Gongalves’s ownership, the land was classified as public lands, giving the state the right to sell it. In order
to demonstrate the land’s suitability for sale, Gongalves commissioned land surveys to prove it was unoccupied. According
to Brazilian law at the time, an indigenous presence in the area would have meant the state could not sell the land to
private landholders, as indigenous communities enjoyed land rights protections under the Constitution. Advocates of
indigenous rights have criticised Mato Grosso for selling lands it had no right to sell and without verifying whether
indigenous communities existed in the area, as will be discussed later in this report. Brasilia do Sul lawyers also alleged that
a 1952 Ministry of War map did not indicate the presence of an indigenous community in the area. See pp. 187-217 and
297-305 of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

23 See pp. 280-281 of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available
at https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

30 Federal prosecutors also weighed in against the judge, whom they accused of hastily ruling on the case. They criticised
the judge for failing to check all the facts, hear all the parties involved or consider the potential for violent conflict. They
reminded the judge that the right to life should not be overridden by the right to private property. Throughout 1999 and
the early 2000s federal prosecutors supported Funai’s position and argued against eviction of the community, calling for
anthropological studies to be carried out. Funai and federal prosecutors were also against excluding the Guarani Kaiowa
themselves from legal proceedings. It was not until October 2000 that a federal court finally recognised that shortcoming
and finally requested the community be included, which prompted Brasilia do Sul lawyers to name Marcos Veron as a
defendant in the case. See pp. 81-85, 95-99, 434, 548, 560-576 of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara
published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-
19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

31 The study was conducted by anthropologist Alceu Cotia Mariz. Historical accounts included those of the community’s
presence in the area in the early 20t Century and its removal in 1953. See pp. 148-161 of the collection of legal documents
related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

32 Their arguments were based on legal protections provided by the country’s Constitutions of 1934 and 1937, as well as
other legal instruments from 1936 and 1946. Funai also claimed the state of Mato Grosso had no right to sell the lands as
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the indigenous presence in the area meant they were not to be considered as public lands and were not to be disposed of
by a state government. Funai’s lawyers demonstrated that Mato Grosso’s land registry was chaotic and unreliable, which
allegedly invalidated the Jacintho family’s claims that land titles going back to the 1920s were enough to prove a lack of
indigenous presence in the area. Documents seen by our researchers show that Funai wanted to buy Brasilia do Sul and
return it to the Guarani Kaiowa but lacked the resources to do so owing to the federal government’s failure to allocate the
necessary budget to the agency. See pp. 131-146 and 297-305 of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara
published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-
19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

33 Federal judges issued further eviction orders later that year but in the face of the community’s and Funai’s resistance, on
30 December federal judge Sylvia Steiner suspended the orders. The following year the Guarani Kaiowa and the Jacintho
family traded accusations of violence, but Marcos Veron and Jacintho Hondrio da Silva Filho signed agreements of co-
existence to alleviate tensions. Internal Funai documents seen by Earthsight and De Olho nos Ruralistas show the agency
was concerned about the Jacintho’s family lawyers repeated portrayals of the Guarani Kaiowa as a violent group
responsible for attacking farm staff and invading Brasilia do Sul headquarters. The head of Funai’s office in Mato Grosso do
Sull wrote to his superiors in Brasilia stressing there was no evidence of such attacks, and that the community was
peaceful. See pp. 344-355, 365, 385-388, 464-466, 485-486, 529, 550-551, 598-600 of the collection of legal documents
related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

34The eviction order was issued by a federal court in Dourados on 16 October 2001. Instituto Socioambiental, ‘indios do MS
denunciam violéncia’, 18 Oct 2001, available at https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/noticias/indios-do-ms-
denunciam-violencia (accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

35 According to Valdelice Veron, who provided this account of events, rubber bullets were used. The Kaiowa were taken by
trucks to the edge of a motorway, where they camped for over a year. During that time, three Kaiowa children reportedly
died of malnutrition and two youngsters committed suicide.

36 Most of the description of the attack against the community contained in this paragraph and the next is based on the
account provided by Ladio Veron to Funai, to which Earthsight and De Olho nos Ruralistas have had access. The exception
is the description of what happened to Geisabel, which is from Campo Grande News, ‘Morte de Veron completa 16 anos
com processo em aberto e réu centendrio’, 11 Jan 2019, available at
https://www.campograndenews.com.br/cidades/interior/morte-de-veron-completa-16-anos-com-processo-em-aberto-e-
reu-centenario (accessed on 27 Mar 2022). According to Ladio’s account, the day before the attack, on Sunday 12 January,
police forces and a farm administrator went to the community proposing negotiations. The administrator reportedly told
the community he would notify Jacintho Hondrio da Silva Filho of the situation. The passage about Valdelice Veron rushing
to the hospital is based on the account provided by Valdelice herself.

37 According to federal prosecutors, Marcos Veron died of head trauma. Prosecutors also said that on 12 January a vehicle
with two indigenous women and four children had been chased for 8 km and shot at. See Ministério Publico Federal,
‘MPF/MS: Julgamento do caso Veron encerra ciclo de impunidade’, 1 March 2011, available at
http://www.mpf.mp.br/ms/sala-de-imprensa/noticias-ms/mpf-ms-julgamento-do-caso-veron-encerra-ciclo-de-impunidade
(accessed on 9 Feb 2022).

38 Sue Branford, ‘Chief Marcos Veron, Brazilian Indian leader who died fighting for his people’s rights’, The Guardian, 28 Jan
2003, available at https://www.theguardian.com/news/2003/jan/28/guardianobituaries (accessed on 8 Mar 2022)

39 According to Valdelice Veron, these included the Kinikinau, Guatd, Terena, Ofaié, Kayapd, Xucuru, Kaingang.

40 Folha de S. Paulo, ‘Justica transfere para Sdo Paulo julgamento do assassinato de lider indigena’, 12 Feb 2009, available
at https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2009/02/502932-justica-transfere-para-sao-paulo-julgamento-do-assassinato-de-
lider-indigena.shtml (accessed on 9 Feb 2022); also Ministério Publico Federal, ‘MPF/MS: Julgamento do caso Veron
encerra ciclo de impunidade’, 1 March 2011, available at http://www.mpf.mp.br/ms/sala-de-imprensa/noticias-ms/mpf-
ms-julgamento-do-caso-veron-encerra-ciclo-de-impunidade (accessed on 9 Feb 2022)

41 One of the three stood accused of direct participation in Veron’s murder by holding him down while another man —a
fugitive of justice at the time — struck him. He was, however, acquitted of the crime of murder. Ministério Publico Federal,
‘MPF/MS: Julgamento do caso Veron encerra ciclo de impunidade’, 1 March 2011, available at
http://www.mpf.mp.br/ms/sala-de-imprensa/noticias-ms/mpf-ms-julgamento-do-caso-veron-encerra-ciclo-de-impunidade
(accessed on 9 Feb 2022). The three defendants had already spent four years and eight months in preventive prison. They
were the only ones of all defendants to have faced charges while in preventive prison. The fugitive eventually turned
himself in in 2015, but sources told our researchers he was used by the defendants as a scapegoat. Prosecutors saw the
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sentences as a partial victory as they had hoped the defendants would also be convicted of homicide and attempted
homicide. The defence, on the other hand, commemorated what they saw as lenient verdicts compared to the maximum
sentences available in such cases. At the time, federal prosecutors still expressed hope they would be able to seek the
conviction of da Silva Filho. See also Correio Braziliense, ‘Acusado de matar cacique Guarani-Kaiowa é absolvido’, 26 Feb
2011, available at https://www.correiobraziliense.com.br/app/noticia/brasil/2011/02/26/interna-brasil,239962/acusado-
de-matar-cacique-guarani-kaiowa-e-absolvido.shtml (accessed on 9 Feb 2022)

42 G1 MS, ‘Acusado de matar cacique se entrega 12 anos apos crime, diz MPF em MS’, 23 Jan 2015, available at
http://g1.globo.com/mato-grosso-do-sul/noticia/2015/01/acusado-de-matar-cacique-se-entrega-12-anos-apos-crime-diz-
mpf-em-ms.html (accessed on 9 Feb 2022)

43 The first hearing in the case against Jacintho Hondrio da Silva Filho and the other 23 defendants not sentenced in 2011
took place in 2017 in Mato Grosso do Sul. The fugitive who turned himself in in 2015 was one of the defendants in these
hearings. The man acquitted of murder in 2011 was to stand trial again following a successful appeal in 2015 by
prosecutors. See Campo Grande News, ‘Apds 17 anos, acusados de matar Marcos Veron tém novo julgamento’, 21 Nov
2017, available at https://www.campograndenews.com.br/cidades/interior/apos-17-anos-acusados-de-matar-marcos-
veron-tem-novo-julgamento (accessed on 9 Feb 2022)

44 Campo Grande News, ‘Ex-PM procurado por ataque a indios em 2003 é entregue a PF na fronteira’, 28 Feb 2020,
available at https://www.campograndenews.com.br/cidades/interior/ex-pm-procurado-por-ataque-a-indios-em-2003-e-
entregue-a-pf-na-fronteira (accessed on 9 Feb 2022)

45 |bid. On the allegation that Rodriguinho supplied the firearms for the attack, see the summary of habeas corpus rulings
issued by the Supreme Federal Court in 2016, available at Diario de Justiga Eletronico,
https://redir.stf.jus.br/paginadorpub/paginador.jsp?docTP=DJ&docID=109432958&pgl=76&pgF=80 (accessed on 25 Mar
2022)

46 Diario de Justica Eletronico, summary of habeas corpus rulings issued by the Supreme Federal Court in 2016, available at
https://redir.stf.jus.br/paginadorpub/paginador.jsp?docTP=DJ&docID=109432958&pgl=76&pgF=80 (accessed on 25 Mar
2022)

47 Following an Earthsight request, the information about Rodriguinho’s release was provided by the press office of the
Regional Federal Court — Third Region, which oversees the First Federal Court of Dourados/MS, where the case is held.

48 Prosecutors accused da Silva Filho of hiring the gunmen and providing the vehicles, food, weapons and munition for the
attack, as well as planning the attacks against the Guarani Kaiowa on 12 and 13 January 2003. See Ministério Publico
Federal, ‘MPF/MS: Julgamento do caso Veron encerra ciclo de impunidade’, 1 March 2011, available at
http://www.mpf.mp.br/ms/sala-de-imprensa/noticias-ms/mpf-ms-julgamento-do-caso-veron-encerra-ciclo-de-impunidade
(accessed on 9 Feb 2022)

49 Federal prosecutors accused da Silva Filho of bribing two indigenous people to modify their statements on Veron’s
murder. Tribunal Regional Federal da 32 Regido (TRF-3), A¢do Penal — Procedimento Ordindrio (283) n2 0002101-
80.2007.4.03.6002, Sentenga, available at https://www.jusbrasil.com.br/diarios/273342436/trf-3-judicial-i-interior-26-11-
2019-pg-1416 (accessed on 25 Mar 2022)

50 As recently as 2019, federal prosecutors were still reportedly collecting evidence and calling witnesses. Campo Grande
News, ‘Morte de Veron completa 16 anos com processo em aberto e réu centenario’, 11 Jan 2019, available at
https://www.campograndenews.com.br/cidades/interior/morte-de-veron-completa-16-anos-com-processo-em-aberto-e-
reu-centenario (accessed on 9 Feb 2022)

51 Led by anthropologist Levi Marques Pereira, it concluded there was a “marked concentration of Kaiowa population
residing on the contested land until the early 1950s” and that “it is the Indian Protection Service itself that, in 1953,
removes the families who still resisted the pressure, transferring them by force to the Caarapd Reservation.” Levi Marques
Pereira, ‘Resumo do relatodrio circunstanciado de identificagdo e delimitagdo da terra indigena Taquara-MS’, Funai, Brasilia,
Sep 2005. See also Pick upau, ‘Funai delimita mais uma area para os Guarani-Kaiwa“, 9 Dec 2005, available at
https://www.socioambiental.org/sites/blog.socioambiental.org/files/nsa/arquivos/rel.ver .final .1.pdf (accessed on 8 Mar
2022)

52 |bid. The anthropologist maintains that Takuara qualifies as an “indigenous land traditionally occupied” under Article 231
of the 1988 Constitution and should be demarcated as such. One of Pereira’s sources for the study was SPI documentation
from the 1950s discussing the community’s eviction, which can be accessed at
https://www.socioambiental.org/sites/blog.socioambiental.org/files/nsa/arquivos/rel.ver .final .1.pdf (accessed on 8 Mar
2022)
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53 The ‘declaration’ is a stage in the long process of indigenous land demarcation in Brazil. The process ends when Brazil’s
President signs off on the land’s final status. See Ministério da Justiga, Portaria n2 954, de 4 de junho de 2010, Diario Oficial
da Unido, Brasilia, DF, 7 jun 2010, p. 33, available at
http://pesquisa.in.gov.br/imprensa/jsp/visualiza/index.jsp?data=07/06/2010&jornal=1&pagina=33&totalArquivos=80
(accessed on 11 Mar 2022). See also Agencia Brasil, ‘Governo ndo tem previsdo sobre homologacdo da terra indigena em
Mato Grosso do Sul’, 13 Jun 2010, available at https://memoria.ebc.com.br/agenciabrasil/noticia/2010-06-13/governo-
nao-tem-previsao-sobre-homologacao-de-terra-indigena-em-mato-grosso-do-sul (accessed on 8 Mar 2022)

>4 They again alleged no indigenous presence at Takuara had ever been detected. Brasilia do Sul owners also claimed that
the numerous “indigenous invasions of rural properties” in Mato Grosso do Sul had been incited by Funai’s “bad faith” and
the academic work of a university lecturer. See Diario de Justica Eletrénico (DJe) n2 141, Medida Cautelar na A¢do Cautelar
2.641 (532), 30 Jul 2010, pp. 85-88, available at https://www.stf.jus.br/arquivo/djEletronico/DJE 20100730 141.pdf
(accessed on 12 Apr 2022)

55 |bid. In her decision, and in addition to the marco temporal justification, Licia also argued that due to the several
decades of private ownership of the land it was not possible for her to rule on the existence or not of an indigenous
community in the area when it was first sold by the state.

56 CIMI, ‘Indigenas Guarani e Kaiowa denunciam ataques a tiros apds retomada da Terra Indigena (Tl) Lechucha no MS’, 18
Jan 2016, available at https://cimi.org.br/2016/01/38094/ (accessed on 30 Mar 2022); Supremo Tribunal Federal,
Suspensado de Liminar 982, Al 00018215820164030000 — Tribunal Regional Federal da 32 Regido, 30 Jan 2020, available at
http://portal.stf.jus.br/processos/downloadPeca.asp?id=15342277447&ext=.pdf (accessed on 8 Mar 2022)

57 In July 2000 Jacintho Hondrio da Silva Filho and Marcos Veron signed an agreement stipulating the community would not
occupy any areas beyond the 97ha it had occupied in 1999 until the courts made a final decision on the status of the land.
Brasilia do Sul’s owners have argued that any occupation by the community beyond this original area is in breach of that
agreement. The community, on the other hand, have alleged they are tired of waiting for the law to be fulfilled and their
ancestral lands to be returned to them. See pp. 529, 550-551, 578-580 of the collection of legal documents related to
Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022). See also the CIMI article referenced in the preceding footnote.

58 CIMI, ‘Violéncia contra povos indigenas: Dados de 2016’, available at https://cimi.org.br/pub/relatorio/Relatorio-
violencia-contra-povos-indigenas 2016-Cimi.pdf (accessed on 30 Mar 2022). In March 2017 an Air Force helicopter landed
in the area occupied by the Kaiowa. Masked men descended from the helicopter and momentarily held two indigenous
women captive, according to testimonies provided to our researchers by members of the community.

59 When the federal judge ruled in favour of eviction in March 2016, Funai appealed against the decision to the Supreme
Court (STF) alleging the risk of violent conflict. The argument was accepted by the STF, which annulled the previous ruling.
However, Brasilia do Sul owners appealed to the STF, which then sought the Attorney General’s opinion. The latter agreed
with the STF’s position. In January 2020 Supreme Court President José Antonio Dias Toffoli maintained the court’s previous
ruling against eviction while also acknowledging the Jacintho family’s legal ownership of the farm. See Supremo Tribunal
Federal, Suspensdo de Liminar 982, Al 00018215820164030000 — Tribunal Regional Federal da 32 Regido, 30 Jan 2020,
available at http://portal.stf.jus.br/processos/downloadPeca.asp?id=15342277447 &ext=.pdf (accessed on 8 Mar 2022)

60 For example, in sugarcane, manioc, eucalyptus and apple plantations in Mato Grosso do Sul and neighbouring states,

often as seasonal workers. Interviews with labour public prosecutor Jeferson Pereira, federal prosecutor Marco Antonio
Delfino, indigenous academic Eliel Benites, and president of the Indigenous Workers’ Association of Mato Grosso do Sul
(ATIMS), José Carlos Pacheco.

61 While Jacintho was Jacintho Hondrio da Silva Filho's first name, his wife, Vanda Moraes Jacintho da Silva, and subsequent
generations of the family have adopted it as part of their surname.

62 Glamurama, ‘Alegria e sofisticagdo na festa black tie pelos 100 anos de Jacintho Honério’, available at
https://glamurama.uol.com.br/galeria/alegria-e-sofisticacao-na-festa-black-tie-pelos-100-anos-de-jacintho-honorio/
(accessed on 10 Feb 2022)

63 Although Gil himself couldn’t make the festivities owing to health issues. See the music clip of Gilberto Gil’s song
‘Jacintho’ at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lahbWulLZrFQ

64 Fazenda Brumado, ‘E a boiada deu um salto’, available at https://fazendabrumado.com.br/gado-nelore/ (accessed on 11
Mar 2022)
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65 In the 1970s and 1980s the federal government promoted the adoption of Nelore by over 1500 large farms resulting in
over 2.5 million Nelore cattle registered at the time. See Conhecendo Santos e o Mundo, ‘O gado Nelore no Brasil’, 20 Apr
2013, available at http://cafepasa.blogspot.com/2013/04/0-gado-nelore-do-brasil.html (accessed on 8 Mar 2022). It is
estimated that 80 per cent of Brazil’s beef cattle today is Nelore or derived breeds, numbering over 100 million animals.
See the Brazilian Association of Nelore Breeders, http://www.nelore.org.br/raca/historico (accessed on 22 Feb 2022). The
link between cattle ranching and deforestation in Brazil has been widely studied. See, for example, Skidmore et al (2021),
‘Cattle ranchers and deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon: Production, location, and policies’, Global Environmental
Change, Vol 68, May 2021, 102280, available at https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959378021000595
(accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

%6 Following independence from Portugal, Brazil was a self-proclaimed ‘empire’ from 1822 until 1889, when it became a
republic. Da Silva Filho's great-great-grandfather migrated from Portugal to Brazil still during colonial rule, in 1790. After a
short period working in mining, he became a farmer. In the 19t Century, members of Da Silva Filho’s family purchased
military titles and became known as coronéis (colonels). The coronéis were a common fixture of Brazil’s 19t and early 20t
Century history. They were members of the elite who subverted public institutions and made use of armed troops to
protect their personal economic and political interests. See Rainer Sousa, ‘A Guarda Nacional’, available at
https://brasilescola.uol.com.br/historiab/a-guarda-nacional.htm (accessed on 22 Feb 2022)

67 Da Silva Filho's family was settled in the state of Minas Gerais for several years but moved to the state of Goias in the
early 20t century to expand their cattle breeding business. His father became a leading figure in Goids and was able to
influence much of what happened in the state, mostly behind the scenes. See Hora do Angelo Look, ‘Coronel Jacintho
Honorio e a cidade de Quirinopolis’, 21 Jan 2012, available at http://horadoangelook.blogspot.com/2012/01/claroes-
coronel-jacinto-honorio-e.html (accessed on 8 Mar 2022)

68 It has done so by leasing out plots of land within the farm to soy growers. Interviews with confidential sources at the
farm. This transition coincided with the Soy Moratorium, which has banned the purchase of soy from deforested areas
within the Amazon biome since 2008, thus accelerating the profitable expansion of soy to other parts of the country. See
Greenpeace, '10 years ago the Amazon was being bulldozed for soy — then everything changed’, available at
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/victories/amazon-rainforest-deforestation-soy-moratorium-success/ (accessed on 8 Mar
2022); H.K.Gibbs et al, ‘Brazil’s Soy Moratorium’, Science Mag,23 Jan 2015, available at
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/271213939 Brazil's Soy Moratorium (accessed on 14 Mar 2022)

69 Funai’s 2005 study had already recognised 9,700 hectares as the total size of Brasilia do Sul and, therefore, the area that
should be demarcated to the Guarani Kaiowa. Registro de Iméveis da Comarca de Caarapd — MS, Livro N° 2, Matricula
13.259, 2 Apr 2012 (document analysed by De Olho nos Ruralistas and Earthsight); Levi Marques Pereira, ‘Relatdrio
circunstanciado de identificacdo e delimitacdo da terra indigena Guarani/Kaiowd Taquara’, Funai, Brasilia, Sep 2005.

70 12 Oficio de Registro Publico e de Protesto de Titulos Cambiais, Comarca de Caarapo, Cadeia Sucessoria da Matricula n?
04.943, Fazenda Brasilia do Sul. See also pp. 6-7 and 213 of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara published
by Instituto Socioambiental, available at https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-
19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022)

71 Earthsight analyses of property data available through various public sources, such as SIGEF, Ibama and CAR.

72 De Olho nos Ruralistas, ‘Acusados de desmatamento no Pantanal avangam também sobre Bolivia e Paraguay’, 21 Oct
2020, available at https://deolhonosruralistas.com.br/2020/10/21/acusados-de-desmatamento-no-pantanal-avancam-
tambem-sobre-bolivia-e-paraguai/ (accessed on 11 Feb 2022)

73 Earthsight, ‘Grand Theft Chaco: The luxury cars made with leather from the stolen lands of an uncontacted tribe’, Sep
2020, available at https://www.earthsight.org.uk/grandtheftchaco-en

74 Earthsight, ‘Grand Theft Chaco’, Sep 2020, available at https://www.earthsight.org.uk/grandtheftchaco-en

75 Survival International, ‘Brazilian rancher vows to destroy uncontacted Indians’ forest’, 11 Feb 2014, available at
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/9972, (accessed on 11 Feb 2022)

76 The farmer, who in 2014 and 2019 imported two brand new Porsche Cayennes from Germany to Paraguay (see Import
Genius, https://www.importgenius.com/paraguay/importers/marcelo-bastos-ferraz (accessed on 11 Feb 2022)), owns two
holding companies registered in London, Mayfair Worldwide LLP and Knightsbridge Worldwide LLP (See the UK
government’s Companies House register (https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/) for companies
0C360477 and 0C360479 (consulted on 11 Feb 2022)). In Mato Grosso do Sul, Bastos Ferraz also owns the Kurupay farm,
which he leases to giant food and biofuel producer Adecoagro. See De Olho nos Ruralistas, “Barao da carne’ avanga em
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terra Ayoreo; no MS, familia é ré no caso Marcos Veron’, 20 Mar 2018, available at
https://deolhonosruralistas.com.br/deolhonoparaguai/2018/03/20/no-chaco-barao-da-carne-avanca-em-terra-ayoreo-no-
ms-familia-e-re-no-caso-marcos-veron/ (accessed on 14 Mar 2022). Mega investor George Soros was an early backer of
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