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1 While the Veron family have been important Kaiowá leaders, they are not the only ones. For decades other individuals 
and families have assumed key leadership roles in the Guarani Kaiowá struggle to return to their ancestral lands. The fact 
that this report has a stronger focus on the Veron family – due mainly to research and other constraints – should not be 
taken as judgement on the importance of other families’ historical roles. It’s worth highlighting that, in addition to her role 
as an indigenous leader, Valdelice Veron is an anthropologist with the Federal University of Grande Dourados. 
 
2 Interviews with anthropologist and historian Jorge Eremites de Oliveira, historian and lecturer in law Roseli Aparecida 
Stefanes Pacheco, federal prosecutor Marco Antonio Delfino and indigenous leader Valdelice Veron 
 

3 G1 Mato Grosso do Sul, ‘MS tem maior número de homicídios entre indígenas do pais em 2019, diz CIMI’, 30 Sep 2020, 
available at https://g1.globo.com/ms/mato-grosso-do-sul/noticia/2020/09/30/ms-tem-maior-numero-de-homicidios-
entre-indigenas-do-pais-em-2019-diz-cimi.ghtml (accessed on 11 Mar 2022). See also the charts and their sources. 
 
4 The Cerrado is a tropical biome of savannas, grasslands, humid and dry forests that borders the Amazon and covers most 
of Brazil’s centre-west and centre-north states. The Pantanal encompasses the world's largest tropical wetland area and 
flooded grasslands, covering parts of Mato Grosso, Mato Grosso do Sul, and spilling over Bolivia and Paraguay. The Atlantic 
Forest once boasted lush and biodiverse forests stretching for thousands of kilometres from Brazil’s northeastern coast to 
its southernmost states. All these biomes in Mato Grosso do Sul, especially the Cerrado and Atlantic Forest, have suffered 
heavy levels of deforestation for several decades. 
 
5 The Guarani Kaiowá are one of several indigenous ethnicities in South America who share the Tupi-Guarani linguistic 
family. While often referred to as a subethnicity of the Guarani people, the Kaiowá have also been portrayed as a separate 
group. See Instituto Socio Ambiental, ‘Guarani Kaiowá’, available at 
https://pib.socioambiental.org/en/Povo:Guarani_Kaiow%C3%A1 (accessed on 7 Mar 2022); Paulo Roberto Cimó Queiroz, 
‘Uma esquina nos confins da América: encontros e desencontros nos processos de povoamento e ocupação do território 
do atual Mato Grosso do Sul’, in Graciela Chamorro and Isabelle Combès (ed), Povos Indígenas em Mato Grosso do Sul: 
Histório, cultura e transformações sociais, 2015, UFGD Editora, available at https://www.secic.ms.gov.br/wp-
content/uploads/2019/07/povos_indigenas_em_mato_grosso_do_sul.pdf (accessed on 21 Feb 2022). For thousands of 
years the Guarani inhabited a vast territory of millions of square kilometres in the River Plate basin extending over 
southern and central Brazil, all of Paraguay, south-eastern Bolivia, and northern Argentina. The Guarani Kaiowá, on the 
other hand, have lived mostly in the southern half of Mato Grosso do Sul and in Paraguay. Mato Grosso do Sul has been 
characterised as an ‘indigenous state’ due to the long history of a high number of indigenous communities occupying vast 
expanses of its lands. See SECIC, ‘Comunidades Indigenas, Mato Grosso do Sul’, available at 
https://www.secic.ms.gov.br/comunidades-indigenas-2/ (accessed on 7 Mar 2022) 
 
6 Paulo Roberto Cimó Queiroz, ‘Uma esquina nos confins da América: encontros e desencontros nos processos de 
povoamento e ocupação do território do atual Mato Grosso do Sul’, in Graciela Chamorro and Isabelle Combès (ed), Povos 
Indígenas em Mato Grosso do Sul: Histório, cultura e transformações sociais, 2015, UFGD Editora, available at 
https://www.secic.ms.gov.br/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/povos_indigenas_em_mato_grosso_do_sul.pdf (accessed on 
21 Feb 2022). The last Indigenous census took place in 2010. According to the Brazilian Institute of Geography and 
Statistics (IBGE), 43,000 Guarani Kaiowá lived in the state at the time, representing the third largest indigenous group in 
the country. See G1 Brasil, ‘Censo mapeia etnias e linguas indigenas’, 10 Aug 2012, available at 
https://g1.globo.com/brasil/noticia/2012/08/censo-mapeia-etnias-e-linguas-indigenas.html (accessed on 10 Mar 2022) 
 
7 A war fought between Paraguay and a coalition of Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay. 
 
8 Used for centuries by indigenous communities to make tea, and which has remained popular in Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Argentina, and southern Brazil. The Guarani Kaiowá and other indigenous people in Mato Grosso do Sul provided up to 70 
per cent of the labour in the yerba mate plantations, often working in conditions analogous to slavery. Interview with 
anthropologist Levi Marques Pereira, who concluded Funai’s study of Takuara in 2005, as will be discussed later in the 
report. 
 
9 Between 1915 and 1928 SPI established eight such reservations in Mato Grosso do Sul, covering an area of around 18,000 
ha, or less than one per cent of the area traditionally occupied by the Kaiowá. Reservations often had thousands of people 
in small areas. To this day, the Caarapó Reservation, to which the Kaiowá from Takuara were sent in the 1950s, has around 
6,000 people in an area of 3,600 ha. The Dourados Reservation is even more crowded, with 17,000 residents sharing 
3,400ha without running water or sanitation. Alcoholism, drug abuse, depression and suicide are common among 
indigenous people forced to live in these places. See Survival International, ‘New study reveals world's highest suicide rate 
among Brazilian tribe’, 5 Jun 2014, available at https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/10261 (accessed on 11 Mar 
2022); Antônio Brand, ‘O confinamento e o seu impacto sobre os Pãi/Kaiowá’, Dissertação (Mestrado em História) – 
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Pontífice Universidade Católica do Rio Grande do Sul, 1993; Tonico Benites, ‘Rojeroky hina ha roike jevy tekohape (Rezando 
e lutando): o movimento histórico dos Aty Guasu dos Ava Kaiowa e dos Ava Guarani pela recuperação de seus tekoha’, Tese 
de doutorado, Rio de Janeiro: PPGAS/Museu Nacional, 2014. 
 
10 In 2014 a National Truth Commission in Brazil acknowledged the forceable removal of Guarani communities and their 
confinement to reservations as grave human rights violations. See Anderson de Souza Santos, Luiz Henrique Eloy Amado 
and Dan Pasca (2021), ‘”É muita terra para pouco índio”? Ou muita terra na mão de poucos? Conflitos fundiários no Mato 
Grosso do Sul’, Instituto Socioambiental, available at 
https://www.socioambiental.org/sites/blog.socioambiental.org/files/nsa/arquivos/conflitos_fundiarios_no_ms_-
_versao_final_1.pdf (accessed on 30 Mar 2022) 
 
11 Interview with Levi Marques Pereira, the anthropologist who led Funai’s study of Takuara in the early 2000s. 
 
12 A Publica, ‘Ditadura criou cadeias para índios com trabalhos forçados e torturas`, 24 Jun 2013, available at 
https://apublica.org/2013/06/ditadura-criou-cadeias-para-indios-trabalhos-forcados-torturas/ (accessed on 11 Mar 2022) 
 
13 Matte Larangeira’s concessions were cancelled in 1943 as the federal government promoted the “March to the West”, a 
programme to colonise Brazil’s hinterlands through the expansion of cattle and crops seen as more profitable than yerba 
mate, including coffee. As a result, Matte Larangeira entered a period of long decline, culminating in its bankruptcy in 
1966, when Argentina suspended yerba mate imports. See Larissa Rodrigues Vacari de Arruda, ‘La Compania Matte 
Laranjeira: las relaciones politicas de la primera multinacional latino-americana`, ALACIP 2015 – VIII Congresso 
Latinoamericano de Ciencia Politica, available at https://alacip.org/cong15/pco-arruda8c.pdf (accessed on 7 Mar 2022) 
 
14 Matte Larangeira owned over 9,300 hectares of Takuara, which was a much larger territory traditionally occupied by the 
Guarani Kaiowá. See pp. 187-217 of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara published by Instituto 
Socioambiental, available at https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-
de-reintegracao-de-posse-movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022) 
 
15 Levi Marques Pereira, ‘Relatório circunstanciado de identificação e delimitação da terra indígena Guarani/Kaiowá 
Taquara’, Funai, Brasília, Sep 2005. 
 
16 Lunardelli had made a fortune investing in cheap lands in central-western Brazil and Paraguay. At one point he owned 
over 100,000ha of farmland in Brazil and 350,000 in Paraguay. Known as one of the last ‘kings of coffee’, he was named in 
the Time magazine in 1954 as the donor of a series of paintings by Goya, Manet, Renoir, Degas and Cézanne to the new Sao 
Paulo Museum of Art, which had opened in 1947. Lunardelli is also said to have supported the 1964 military coup in Brazil 
and was implicated in the smuggling of arms used by the Brazilian armed forces during and after the takeover. See Time, 
‘Art. Senhor Robin Hood`, 19 Jul 1954, available at 
http://content.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009,857507,00.html (accessed on 11 Mar 2022); Fachin, V. S., 
Rodrigues, M. A. Z., Deffacci, F. A. (org.), ‘Amambai: 70 anos de história’, 2018, Seriema, available at 
http://www.amambai.ms.gov.br/noticias/livro-amambai-70-anos-de-historia (p. 199, accessed on 11 Mar 2022) 
 
17 The agency was replaced in 1967 by Funai, the federal government’s body tasked with promoting indigenous land rights 
and conducting studies of indigenous lands in order to facilitate their official recognition. 
 
18 A 2020 CIMI report revealed that Mato Grosso do Sul has the second largest indigenous population in Brazil and that 
violent attacks against indigenous people are common in the state, resulting in episodes of murder and torture. See CIMI, 
‘Relatorio Violencia Contra os Povos Indigenas no Brasil, 2020’, available at https://cimi.org.br/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/relatorio-violencia-contra-os-povos-indigenas-brasil-2019-cimi.pdf (accessed on 7 Mar 2022) 
 
19 Stefanes also told our investigators that “farmers’ actions are largely motivated by racism. It’s not only a matter of losing 
their lands but losing their lands to indians. This is unacceptable to them.” 
 
20 Account provided by a source who wishes to remain anonymous. 
 
21 Once at the notorious Krenak penitentiary used by the military regime to detain political prisoners and where torture 
was rife. See Ciclo de Historia, ‘Reformatorio Krenak: campo de concentracao indigena na ditadura militar`, 9 Apr 2021, 
available at https://cliohistoriaeliteratura.com/2021/04/09/reformatorio-krenak-campo-de-concentracao-indigena-na-
ditadura-militar/ (accessed on 7 Mar 2022) 
 
22 By the end of the 1990s and with varying degrees of success, the Guarani Kaiowá had attempted to reoccupy 19 plots of 
land in Mato Grosso do Sul that were part of different communities’ traditional lands. Nine of these were eventually 
earmarked as indigenous lands by President Fernando Henrique Cardoso (1995-2002). Interview with Levi Marques 
Pereira. 
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23 The act of retaking something. Rosane Freire Lacerda, ‘A Pedagogia da Retomada: Uma contribuição das lutas 
emancipatórias dos povos indígenas no Brasil`, in Revistas Interritorios, 2021, available at 
https://periodicos.ufpe.br/revistas/interritorios/article/download/250069/38045  (accessed on 7 Mar 2022) 
 
24 In 1987 Mato Grosso do Sul established the Border Operations Department (DOF), a police force created essentially to 
supress the indigenous struggle. Interviews with anthropologists Levi Marques Pereira and Jorge Eremites. 
 
25 State land registries from the 1920s to the 1960s referred to the plot of land as ‘Takuara’. However, as noted in a 
previous reference, Takuara was in fact a much larger area occupied for centuries by the Guarani Kaiowá. See pp. 187-217 
of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at 
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022) 
 
26 Guarani Kaiowá and experts interviewed by our team mentioned the confined spaces and impossibility of hunting, 
fishing, and practicing their rituals without restrictions at the reservations, which helped intensify their desire to return to 
their traditional lands. Yet, they were also clear that such dreams had now to be tempered by the loss of Takuara’s native 
forests and contamination of water sources by agrichemicals. 
 
27 Two days later, a Saturday, court officers accompanied by police forces and a representative from Funai – the federal 
agency that replaced the SPI and is tasked with protecting indigenous rights – arrived at the encampment. The 
community’s successful resistance was aided by Funai’s reluctance to support a forced eviction. See pp. 73-74 of the 
collection of legal documents related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at 
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022) 
 
28 The area was first purchased by Lieutenant Heitor Mendes Gonçalves from the then state of Mato Grosso. Mato Grosso 
do Sul was only created in 1977 after Mato Grosso was divided into two states. Lieutenant Gonçalves was a military official 
who first acquired over 5,000ha of land in Takuara from Mato Grosso in 1924. In 1928 he acquired more land in the area, 
increasing the size of his property to the 9,300ha that were then sold to Matte Larangeira and later to Jacintho Honório da 
Silva Filho. Before Gonçalves’s ownership, the land was classified as public lands, giving the state the right to sell it. In order 
to demonstrate the land’s suitability for sale, Gonçalves commissioned land surveys to prove it was unoccupied. According 
to Brazilian law at the time, an indigenous presence in the area would have meant the state could not sell the land to 
private landholders, as indigenous communities enjoyed land rights protections under the Constitution. Advocates of 
indigenous rights have criticised Mato Grosso for selling lands it had no right to sell and without verifying whether 
indigenous communities existed in the area, as will be discussed later in this report. Brasília do Sul lawyers also alleged that 
a 1952 Ministry of War map did not indicate the presence of an indigenous community in the area. See pp. 187-217 and 
297-305 of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at 
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022) 
 
29 See pp. 280-281 of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available 
at https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022) 
 
30 Federal prosecutors also weighed in against the judge, whom they accused of hastily ruling on the case. They criticised 
the judge for failing to check all the facts, hear all the parties involved or consider the potential for violent conflict. They 
reminded the judge that the right to life should not be overridden by the right to private property. Throughout 1999 and 
the early 2000s federal prosecutors supported Funai’s position and argued against eviction of the community, calling for 
anthropological studies to be carried out. Funai and federal prosecutors were also against excluding the Guarani Kaiowá 
themselves from legal proceedings. It was not until October 2000 that a federal court finally recognised that shortcoming 
and finally requested the community be included, which prompted Brasília do Sul lawyers to name Marcos Veron as a 
defendant in the case. See pp. 81-85, 95-99, 434, 548, 560-576 of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara 
published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-
19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022) 
 
31 The study was conducted by anthropologist Alceu Cotia Mariz. Historical accounts included those of the community’s 
presence in the area in the early 20th Century and its removal in 1953. See pp. 148-161 of the collection of legal documents 
related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at 
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022) 
32 Their arguments were based on legal protections provided by the country’s Constitutions of 1934 and 1937, as well as 
other legal instruments from 1936 and 1946. Funai also claimed the state of Mato Grosso had no right to sell the lands as 
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the indigenous presence in the area meant they were not to be considered as public lands and were not to be disposed of 
by a state government. Funai’s lawyers demonstrated that Mato Grosso’s land registry was chaotic and unreliable, which 
allegedly invalidated the Jacintho family’s claims that land titles going back to the 1920s were enough to prove a lack of 
indigenous presence in the area. Documents seen by our researchers show that Funai wanted to buy Brasília do Sul and 
return it to the Guarani Kaiowá but lacked the resources to do so owing to the federal government’s failure to allocate the 
necessary budget to the agency. See pp. 131-146 and 297-305 of the collection of legal documents related to Takuara 
published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-
19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022) 
 
33 Federal judges issued further eviction orders later that year but in the face of the community’s and Funai’s resistance, on 
30 December federal judge Sylvia Steiner suspended the orders. The following year the Guarani Kaiowá and the Jacintho 
family traded accusations of violence, but Marcos Veron and Jacintho Honório da Silva Filho signed agreements of co-
existence to alleviate tensions. Internal Funai documents seen by Earthsight and De Olho nos Ruralistas show the agency 
was concerned about the Jacintho’s family lawyers repeated portrayals of the Guarani Kaiowá as a violent group 
responsible for attacking farm staff and invading Brasília do Sul headquarters. The head of Funai’s office in Mato Grosso do 
Sull wrote to his superiors in Brasília stressing there was no evidence of such attacks, and that the community was 
peaceful. See pp. 344-355, 365, 385-388, 464-466, 485-486, 529, 550-551, 598-600 of the collection of legal documents 
related to Takuara published by Instituto Socioambiental, available at 
https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/documentos/processo-n-19996002001074-1-acao-de-reintegracao-de-posse-
movida-por-jacintho (accessed on 29 Mar 2022) 
 
34 The eviction order was issued by a federal court in Dourados on 16 October 2001. Instituto Socioambiental, ‘Índios do MS 
denunciam violência’, 18 Oct 2001, available at https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/noticias/indios-do-ms-
denunciam-violencia (accessed on 29 Mar 2022) 
 
35 According to Valdelice Veron, who provided this account of events, rubber bullets were used. The Kaiowá were taken by 
trucks to the edge of a motorway, where they camped for over a year. During that time, three Kaiowá children reportedly 
died of malnutrition and two youngsters committed suicide. 
 
36 Most of the description of the attack against the community contained in this paragraph and the next is based on the 
account provided by Ládio Veron to Funai, to which Earthsight and De Olho nos Ruralistas have had access. The exception 
is the description of what happened to Geisabel, which is from Campo Grande News, ‘Morte de Veron completa 16 anos 
com processo em aberto e réu centenário’, 11 Jan 2019, available at 
https://www.campograndenews.com.br/cidades/interior/morte-de-veron-completa-16-anos-com-processo-em-aberto-e-
reu-centenario (accessed on 27 Mar 2022). According to Ládio’s account, the day before the attack, on Sunday 12 January, 
police forces and a farm administrator went to the community proposing negotiations. The administrator reportedly told 
the community he would notify Jacintho Honório da Silva Filho of the situation. The passage about Valdelice Veron rushing 
to the hospital is based on the account provided by Valdelice herself. 
 
37 According to federal prosecutors, Marcos Veron died of head trauma. Prosecutors also said that on 12 January a vehicle 
with two indigenous women and four children had been chased for 8 km and shot at. See Ministério Público Federal, 
‘MPF/MS: Julgamento do caso Veron encerra ciclo de impunidade’, 1 March 2011, available at 
http://www.mpf.mp.br/ms/sala-de-imprensa/noticias-ms/mpf-ms-julgamento-do-caso-veron-encerra-ciclo-de-impunidade 
(accessed on 9 Feb 2022). 
 
38 Sue Branford, ‘Chief Marcos Veron, Brazilian Indian leader who died fighting for his people’s rights’, The Guardian, 28 Jan 
2003, available at https://www.theguardian.com/news/2003/jan/28/guardianobituaries (accessed on 8 Mar 2022) 
 
39 According to Valdelice Veron, these included the Kinikinau, Guató, Terena, Ofaié, Kayapó, Xucuru, Kaingang. 
 
40 Folha de S. Paulo, ‘Justiça transfere para São Paulo julgamento do assassinato de líder indígena’, 12 Feb 2009, available 
at https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2009/02/502932-justica-transfere-para-sao-paulo-julgamento-do-assassinato-de-
lider-indigena.shtml (accessed on 9 Feb 2022); also Ministério Público Federal, ‘MPF/MS: Julgamento do caso Veron 
encerra ciclo de impunidade’, 1 March 2011, available at http://www.mpf.mp.br/ms/sala-de-imprensa/noticias-ms/mpf-
ms-julgamento-do-caso-veron-encerra-ciclo-de-impunidade (accessed on 9 Feb 2022) 
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